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Progress  Report  on  the  Class  of  2003 

Background 

The  Education  Reform  Law  of  1993  requires  that  students  earn  a  Competency  Determination  as 
a  condition  for  high  school  graduation.  The  law  states  that  "The  competency  determination  shall 
be  based  on  the  standards  and  curriculum  frameworks  for  tenth  graders  in  the  areas  of 
mathematics,  science  and  technology,  history  and  social  science,  foreign  languages,  and  English, 
and  shall  represent  a  determination  that  a  particular  student  has  demonstrated  mastery  of  a 
common  core  of  skills,  competencies,  and  knowledge  in  these  areas  as  measured  by  the  [state 
assessments]." 

In  January  2000.  the  Board  of  Education  voted  to  adopt  the  following  regulation  for  the 
Competency  Determination: 

Students  in  the  graduating  class  of  2003  shall  meet  or  exceed  the  Needs 
Improvement  threshold  score  of  220  on  both  the  English  Language  Arts  and 
Mathematics  MC AS  grade  10  tests  in  order  to  satisfy  the  requirements  of  the 
Competency  Determination.    The  Board  intends  to  raise  the  threshold  scaled 
score  required  for  the  Competency  Determination  in  future  years . 

The  Education  Reform  law  also  states  that  "If  a  student's  assessment  results  for  the  tenth  grade 
do  not  demonstrate  the  required  level  of  competency,  the  student  shall  have  the  right  to 
participate  in  the  assessment  program  the  following  year  or  years."  Accordingly,  the  Board  of 
Education  voted  in  January  2001  that  students  who  do  not  earn  a  scaled  score  of  at  least  220  on 
both  or  either  of  the  required  grade  10  tests  be  provided  a  total  of  four  opportunities  to  retake  the 
test(s)  before  their  scheduled  graduation  date.  Two  opportunities  are  to  be  provided  each  year. 
one  in  December,  and  the  other  in  May.  As  of  September  2002.  students  in  the  class  of  2003 
have  had  a  total  of  three  opportunities  to  earn  a  Competency  Determination:  May  2001  (initial 
test  in  grade  10),  December  2001  (first  retest),  and  May  2002  (second  retest). 

State  Results 

The  table  below  shows  the  percentage  of  students  in  the  class  of  2003  who  have  now  earned  a 
competency  determination  based  on  the  cumulative  number  of  students  who  have  passed  the 
grade  10  MCAS  tests  administered  in  the  spring  and  fall  of  2001  and  spring  2002.  The 
percentage  of  students  in  the  original  class  of  2003  who  have  earned  a  competency 
determination  was  calculated  using  enrollment  data  reported  by  school  principals  on  the  first  day 
of  MCAS  testing  in  the  spring  of  2001.  The  percentage  of  students  in  the  current  class  of  2003 
who  have  earned  a  competency  determination  was  calculated  using  the  fall  2001  grade  1  1 
enrollment  data  reported  by  districts  via  the  Department's  Student  Information  Management 
System  (SIMS). 


Competency  Determination  Results  for  the  Class  of  2003 
All  Students  and  Selected  Subgroups 

Original  Class  of  2003 

Current  Class  of  2003 

Spring 

2001 

Grade  10 

Enrollment 

Percentage  Who 

Have  Earned  a 

CD 

Fall  2001 

Grade  1 1 

Enrollment 

Percentage  Who 

Have  Earned  a 

CD  as  of  Spring 

2002  Retest 

Spring  2001 

All  Students 

68,118 

68% 

63,767 

8 1  % 

Student  Status 

Limited  English  Proficient 
Students  with  Disabilities 
Regular  Education 

2,190 
9,434 
56,494 

7% 
30% 

77% 

2,335 
7,825 
53,607 

35% 
55% 
87% 

Race/Ethnicity* 

African-American/Black 

Asian 

Hispanic 

Native  American 

White 

4,076 

2,750 

5,055 

141 

47,498 

37% 
68% 
29% 
48% 

77% 

5,074 
2,956 
5,284 
172 
50,281 

56% 
83% 
50% 
83% 

87% 

Gender 

Female 

Male 

32,932 
33,479 

72% 
66% 

31,917 
31.850 

83% 
80% 

*  While  llie  enrollment  for  students  in  each  racial  /ethnic  group  appears  to  have  grown  between  the  spring  ami  tall  2001 .  the  increase  is  due  primarily  to 
the  fad  that  students  who  identified  themselves  as  "mixed"  or  "other"  on  the  spring  200 1  MC  AS  tests  may  have  been  reported  in  one  of  the  five 
racial/ethnic  groups  shown  in  the  table  by  the  SIMS  in  the  fall  2001 .  Combined  racial  ethnic  enrollment  figures  for  the  spring  2001  may  not  equal  total 
enrollment  figures,  as  demographic  information  was  not  always  available  for  all  students. 

Progress  Report  on  the  Class  of  2003:  Percentage  of  Students  Who  Have  Earned  a  Competency  Determination 
Statewide  and  by  District,  September  2002 


Percent  of  Class  of  2003  Passing  Grade  10  MCAS  Tests 
Total  number  of  students=63,767 


Passed  Math 
1,278(2%) 


Passed  ELA 
4.324  (7%) 


Passed  Neither  Test 
6,516(10%) 


Number  of  Districts  According  to  the  Percent  of  Students  with  a  Competency  Determination 
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100%-90%    89%-80%     79%-70%     69%-60%     59%-50%     49%-40% 
Percent  of  Students  Earning  a  Competency  Determination 

Note: 

Figure  limited  to  districts  with  20  or  more  students 

Total  number  of  districts  equals  260 


Progress  Report  on  the  ( 'lays  qj  2003:  Percentage  of  Students  Who  I  hive  Earned  a  ( 'ompetency  Determination 
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Percent  of  Class  of  2003  Passing  English  Language  Arts  by  Race/Ethnicity 
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Percent  of  Class  of  2003  Earning  a  Competency  Determination  by 
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